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Disclaimer -

The Wagga Wagga Business Chamber has a rich and extensive
history spanning nine decades. With such a long history, it is not
possible to capture every person, event, initiative or milestone that
has formed part of our story. This document has therefore been
compiled using the resources available to us, with content selected
based on accessibility and relevance.

The Chamber also holds an extensive collection of historical minute
books and records. The volume of material is significant and would
take many years to fully review and document. These records
capture the people, ideas, decisions and sometimes colourful
moments that have shaped Wagga Wagga’s business community
and contributed to the growth of our city.

We acknowledge everyone who has played a part in the Chamber’s
history. If you have a memory, photograph, document or fact to
share, we would love to hear from you.
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From the very beginning...

There were three significant
attempts to establish a local
Chamber of Commerce in Wagga
Wagga.

The first Chamber of Commerce
emerged in 1878, led by honorary
secretary W.C. Hunter. Originally
evolving from the Wagga Wagga
Postal Reform Committee, it aimed
to broaden advocacy on business
and civic issues but it folded within
a few years.

A second Chamber was formed in
1908, when local business leaders
created what was initially described
as a traders’ association, officially
named the Wagga Chamber of
Commerce. Declining membership,
irregular meetings, and the impact
of World War I contributed to its
gradual fade, with little activity
recorded after 1917.

The third and enduring Chamber
was established in 1936, following
action by the Wagga Storekeepers’
Association. A public meeting at the
Town Hall formally resolved to
create a new Chamber of
Commerce, appointing a
provisional committee and office
bearers.

Newspaper report announcing the
formation of the Wagga Chamber
of Commerce, published 9 October
1936. Source: Trove, National Library
of Australia.

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/page/15772239?browse=ndp%3Abrowse%2Ftitle%2FD%2Ftitle%2F687%2F1936%2F10%2F09%2Fpage%2F15772239%2Farticle%2F144611272&utm_source=chatgpt.com


Newspaper report sharing the
outcomes of the Wagga
Chamber of Commerce Annual
General Meeting, published 7
December 1951. Source: Trove,
National Library of Australia.

Newspaper report announcing
the Annual General Meeting of
the Wagga Chamber of
Commerce published 4
November 1944. Source: Trove,
National Library of Australia.
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Then and now

Photo from the Wagga Wagga
Business Chamber Annual
General Meeting 2025.

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/page/15908938?searchTerm=chamber%20of%20commerce
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/page/15782093?searchTerm=chamber%20of%20commerce


WWBC - 90 Years

Community Advancement

In 1946, the Community Advancement Fund was

established to support “sporting, social, cultural,

educational and recreational activities” across

Wagga.

The Fund became an important way for the

Chamber to contribute to the wider community,

supporting a range of sporting, cultural and

community initiatives.

Its legacy can be seen in projects across the city.

Chamber funds helped establish Robertson

Oval, named after long-serving Chamber

president Cam Robertson, and contributed to

the purchase of Wagga’s first grand piano.

The Fund was also instrumental in establishing

the Miss Wagga Quest, which became a

successful annual fundraising event that

continues today. Among its achievements, funds

raised through the Quest contributed to the

development of the Wagga Wagga Civic

Theatre.

The Community Advancement Fund

demonstrates how the Chamber’s role has long

extended beyond business, contributing to the

growth and development of the wider

community. Newspaper clipping from 1974.
Source: The Daily Advertiser via
Wagga Wagga & District Historical
Society.

https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1530815301199363&set=a.949631505984415
https://www.wwdhs.org.au/in-waggas-past-25-and-50-years-ago-145/
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Excerpt from The Daily Advertiser, 1986. 
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Local Business Advocacy
For 90 years, the Wagga Wagga Business Chamber has stood alongside local

businesses, advocating on the issues that matter most. While the context has evolved,

many of the challenges facing business today are the same ones raised decades ago,

highlighting the enduring role of the Chamber as a trusted voice for local enterprise.

Crime prevention has long been a

concern for local businesses. In the late

1960s, rising shop theft prompted the

Chamber to work closely with police,

including hosting a crime prevention

workshop in 1968 attended by more than

250 business owners. This advocacy

continued in 1969, when Detective

Sergeant Les Lundie addressed a

Chamber luncheon, urging retailers to

take a firm and united approach to shop

stealing.

Left: Local newspaper segment,

documenting a Wagga Chamber of

Commerce luncheon addressing retail

crime (1969). Source: Wagga Wagga &

District Historical Society.

Above: Local newspaper segment,

documenting a Wagga Chamber of

Commerce luncheon (1974). Source:

Wagga Wagga & District Historical

Society.

https://www.wwdhs.org.au/16th-march-2019-in-the-past-25-and-50-years-ago/
https://www.wwdhs.org.au/in-waggas-past-25-and-50-years-ago-115/
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Local Business Advocacy

By 1999, concerns around safety after dark

again brought business and police together.

Local business representatives joined police

officers to patrol Wagga’s main streets,

assessing how safe the city was for traders,

workers and customers after hours.

More than half a century later, local crime

remains a real issue. In 2025, the Chamber

once again brought businesses together to

focus on crime prevention, reinforcing the

importance of collaboration, awareness and

advocacy to keep local trading areas safe.

Photo from the 2025 Crime Prevention

Forum.

Right: The Daily Advertiser

newspaper segment, sharing main

street safety audit (1999). Source:

Wagga Wagga & District Historical

Society.

https://www.wwdhs.org.au/in-waggas-past-25-and-50-years-ago-78/
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Local Business Advocacy

Workforce support, including childcare

and accommodation, is another

challenge that has persisted across

generations. In 1973, the Chamber

sponsored child minding centres in the

lead-up to Christmas, supporting more

than 800 children and helping parents

remain in the workforce during a critical

trading period. Today, access to

affordable childcare continues to impact

workforce participation, particularly for

small businesses and shift-based

industries.

Similarly, in 1999, the Chamber advocated

for temporary accommodation solutions

for building trade workers during a period

of strong growth, recognising that housing

availability directly affects business

capacity. Housing and accommodation

pressures remain a key issue in Wagga

Wagga today.

Infrastructure and services have also been

central to the Chamber’s advocacy from

the beginning. As early as 1936, a

deputation representing the Chamber

approached the local postmaster to seek

improved postal facilities, acknowledging

the importance of reliable services for

business efficiency.

Newspaper report sharing a
request for improved postal

facilities initiated by the Wagga
Chamber of Commerce

published 24 November 1936.
Source: Trove, National Library of

Australia.

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/page/15772552?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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Bringing Business
Together
Across generations, the Chamber has created

spaces for local businesses to come together,

stay informed, share ideas and better

understand the forces shaping their operating

environment. From formal events and

luncheons to seminars, briefings and

collaborative projects, these moments of

connection have helped local business owners

navigate change, plan for the future and feel

part of something bigger than their individual

enterprise.

Over the decades, Chamber events have

reflected the issues of the time — economic

reform, regional development, industry change

and community priorities. By hosting speakers,

facilitating discussion and encouraging open

dialogue, the Chamber has consistently acted

as a bridge between business, government

and the wider community.

Newspaper report announcing upcoming

Wagga Wagga Chamber of Commerce

business luncheon (1975). Source: The Daily

Advertiser via Wagga Wagga & District

Historical Society.

Newspaper report announcing upcoming

Wagga Wagga Chamber of Commerce

‘Riverina 1984’ seminar focused on where the

Riverina was headed in the next decade (1974).

Source: The Daily Advertiser via Wagga

Wagga & District Historical Society.

https://www.wwdhs.org.au/in-waggas-past-25-and-50-years-ago-67/
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Bringing Business
Together
Bringing business together has also

included celebrating success. Since

1986, the Chamber has proudly

recognised local achievement through

its Golden Crow business awards,

creating an enduring tradition of

acknowledging excellence, resilience

and leadership within the Wagga

Wagga business community.

Whether through learning, advocacy,

collaboration or celebration, these

gatherings have strengthened

relationships, built trust and reinforced

the value of a connected business

community. While the formats and

venues have evolved, the purpose has

remained the same — to unite local

businesses, support their growth and

contribute to a stronger regional

economy.

Newspaper report sharing Wagga Wagga

Chamber of Commerce and Industry long

service awards (2000). Source: The Daily

Advertiser via Wagga Wagga & District

Historical Society.

Photo from the Wagga Wagga Business
Chamber Golden Crow Awards 2025 

(Credit: Matt Beaver).

Newspaper image published in The Daily
Advertiser, May 1951. Source: Trove, National

Library of Australia.

https://www.wwdhs.org.au/in-waggas-past-25-and-50-years-ago-119/


Miss Wagga Wagga Quest
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The first Miss Wagga Wagga, Thena Karofilis, 1948.

Image: Sherry Morris Collection, reproduced via The

Daily Advertiser.

The contemporary Miss Wagga Wagga Quest began through the Chamber’s

Community Advancement Fund. In 1948, the Chamber planned an expanded New

Year’s Eve carnival featuring a street procession, entertainment and the Miss Wagga

Wagga competition.

The first carnival was held on 31

December 1948, bringing together

businesses, sporting organisations and

community groups. Fifteen candidates

participated, with finalists selected

based on the funds they had raised. The

celebrations attracted an estimated

crowd of up to 10,000 and would grow

into a major annual community event.

Over the decades, Quest entrants raised

money for local charities, organisations

and community projects. The Quest also

became connected to Wagga Wagga’s

Sister City relationships, including an

exchange with Leavenworth, Kansas,

beginning in 1963.

The Miss Wagga Wagga Quest

developed into a longstanding

community program focused on

fundraising, community service and

developing local representatives.

1948. Chamber of Commerce float from the first

New Year’s Eve Carnival. Image courtesy of Lost

Wagga Wagga, reproduced by the Museum of the

Riverina.

Further reading:

Miss Wagga Wagga Quest History

Wagga Wagga City Council – Sister Cities

https://www.dailyadvertiser.com.au/story/6806553/history-through-the-pages-of-waggas-past/
https://www.misswaggawaggaquest.com.au/history.html
https://wagga.nsw.gov.au/community/about-wagga-wagga/our-sister-cities
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People of the Chamber
From its earliest days, the Wagga

Wagga Business Chamber has been

shaped by the people who stepped

forward to lead. In the early years,

local businesspeople elected

committees and office-bearers to

advocate for shared priorities and

support a growing business

community. Over time, this evolved

into the contemporary governance

structure we know today, with an

elected Board of Directors guiding

the Chamber’s strategic direction.

What has never changed is the

Chamber’s reliance on the

commitment of local businesses,

businesspeople, and business

leaders. For more than nine decades,

many have supported the Chamber

by volunteering their time, sharing

their expertise, and championing the

interests of the broader business

community.

 

It is because of these individuals,

past and present, that the Wagga

Wagga Business Chamber continues

to support, connect, and advocate

for local business today.

Photos: Elected board of directors for Wagga Chamber of

Commerce 1997, 1998 and 1999. Source: The Daily

Advertiser via Wagga Wagga & District Historical Society.

https://www.wwdhs.org.au/in-waggas-past-25-and-50-years-ago-62/
https://www.wwdhs.org.au/27th-august-2022-in-waggas-past-25-and-50-years-ago/
https://www.wwdhs.org.au/in-waggas-past-25-and-50-years-ago-8/


Join the
Chamber

Phone Number
0432 100 797

Email Address
info@waggachamber.com.au

Website

Social Media

waggachamber.com.au

@waggabusinesschamber

The Wagga Wagga Business

Chamber is a community of

individuals and businesses that

are passionate about all things

business.

From the minute you join, you will

have access to a network of

business people representing all

areas of Wagga Wagga's diverse

economy as well as advice,

learning resources and other

member only benefits. 

Feel free to reach out at any time

to discuss membership and how it

might benefit your business. 
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